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INSTRUCTIONS AND INFORMATION 
 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
 
4. 
 
 
5. 
 
 
6. 
 
7. 
 
8. 
 
 
9. 
 
10. 

Answer ALL the questions. 
 
Read ALL the questions carefully. 
 
Number the answers according to the numbering system used in this question 
paper. 
 
Questions may be answered in any order but subsections of questions must 
be kept together. 
 
ALL sketches and diagrams must be neat, fully labelled, and drawn in pencil 
in the ANSWER BOOK. 
 
ALL formulae used must be written down. 
 
Show ALL intermediate steps for calculations. 
 
Final answers must be approximated to THREE decimals, unless stated 
otherwise. 
 
Use only BLUE or BLACK ink. 
 
Write neatly and legibly. 
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QUESTION 1 
 
A steam plant consisting of an economiser, an evaporator and a superheater 
generates 9,5 kg of steam per kg fuel burned at a pressure of 2 MPa. 
 

The following data was recorded about the steam plant: 

  

 
 Calorific value of the fuel 31 MJ/kg 

Thermal efficiency of the plant 82% 

Temperature of the flue gases at the chimney base 200 °C 

Air fuel ratio 18:1 

Specific heat capacity of the superheated steam 2,6 kJ/kg.K 

Temperature of the feed water entering the evaporator 107,1 °C 

Temperature of the flue gases leaving the evaporator 465 °C 

Temperature of the flue gases leaving the superheater 300 °C 

Specific heat capacity of the flue gases 1,05 kJ/kg.K 

Temperature of the boiler room 24 °C 

  

 
Calculate the following quantities by using steam tables only:   
 
1.1 Heat absorbed by the economiser in kJ/kg fuel    (2) 
 
1.2 Heat absorbed by the superheater in kJ/kg fuel    (2) 
 
1.3 Heat absorbed by the evaporator in kJ/kg fuel    (3) 
 
1.4 Dryness fraction of the steam entering the superheater    (4) 
 
1.5 Temperature of the superheated steam leaving the superheater    (4) 
 
1.6 Percentage of heat lost through the chimney and the percentage heat loss 

unaccounted for 
  

  (5) 
[20] 

 

 

 
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QUESTION 2 
 
The cylinder volume of a single-cylinder engine operating on the dual-cycle principle is 
0,045 m³. 
 
The initial temperature of compression is 31 °C. 
 
The adiabatic volumetric compression ratio is 9:1. 
 
The constant volume heat addition pressure ratio is 1,5:1 and the constant pressure 
heat addition volumetric ratio is 2,4:1. 
 
Assume Cp for air as 1,008 kJ/kg.K, Cv for air as 0,72 kJ/kg.K, and calculate the 
following quantities: 

  

 
2.1 Missing volumes at the principal points in m³    (4) 
 
2.2 Adiabatic volumetric expansion ratio    (2) 
 
2.3 Value of gamma    (2) 
 
2.4 Missing absolute temperatures at the principal points    (8) 
 
2.5 Heat received in kJ/kg    (4) 

[20] 
 
 
QUESTION 3 
 
A velocity-compounded impulse gas turbine receiving gas at a mass flow rate of         
20 kg/s consists of two rows of moving blades separated by a row of fixed blades. 
 
The average speed of the moving blades is 170 m/s. 
 
The nozzle velocity and nozzle angle are 750 m/s and 20° respectively. 
 
The inlet and outlet angles of the first row of moving blades are equal. 
 
The inlet and outlet angles of the second row of moving blades are equal. 
 
The exit angle of the fixed blades is 17°. 
 
There is a 5% loss of velocity across ALL blades due to friction. 

  

 
3.1 Use scale 1 mm = 5 m/s and construct velocity diagrams for the turbine in the 

ANSWER BOOK. 
 
Indicate the lengths of ALL the lines as well as the magnitude of ALL the 
angles on the diagrams. 

 

(10) 
 

 

 

 
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3.2 Determine the following from the velocity diagrams:   
 
 3.2.1 Inlet and outlet angles of the first row of moving blades    (1) 
 
 3.2.2 Inlet and outlet angles of the second row of moving blades    (1) 
 
 3.2.3 Inlet angle of the fixed blades    (1) 
 
 3.2.4 Angle at which the gas leaves the turbine    (1) 
 
 3.2.5 Velocity of the gas leaving the first stage in m/s    (1) 
 
 3.2.6 Velocity of the gas leaving the fixed blades in m/s    (1) 
 
 3.2.7 Axial thrust developed in the turbine in N    (4) 

[20] 
 

 
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QUESTION 4 
 
Superheated steam at a pressure of 2 MPa and a temperature of 250 °C enters a 
convergent-divergent nozzle and it discharges at a pressure of 700 kPa. 
 
At the throat, the steam has a pressure of 1,15 kPa, and a temperature of 188 °C, with 
a specific heat capacity of 2,3 kJ/kg.K. 
 
The index (n) for the superheated steam at the throat is 1,35. 
 
The steam flows at a rate of 510 kg/min. 
 
There is an enthalpy drop of 200 kJ/kg through the nozzle. 
 
Ignore the velocity of the steam at the inlet, and calculate the following quantities by 
using steam tables only:  

  

 
4.1 At the throat of the nozzle:   
 
 4.1.1 Specific enthalpy of the steam   
 
 4.1.2 Velocity of the steam in m/s   
 
 4.1.3 Specific volume of the steam   
 
 4.1.4 Area in mm² 

  (4 × 3) 
 

(12) 
 
4.2 At the exit of the nozzle:   
 
 4.2.1 Specific enthalpy of the steam    (2) 
 
 4.2.2 Dryness factor of the steam    (3) 
 
 4.2.3 Specific volume of the steam    (3) 

[20] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
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QUESTION 5 
 
A two-stage single-acting reciprocating compressor takes in 54 000 cm³ of air per cycle 
at a pressure of 100 kPa and a temperature of 26 °C whilst rotating at                          
300 r/min. 
 
The air is compressed to 400 kPa in the low-pressure cylinder, while the volumetric 
efficiency of the low-pressure cylinder is 89%. 
 
The stroke length of the low-pressure cylinder is 1,2 times the diameter of the piston. 
 
The index for compression for both cylinders is 1,3 and the intercooler extracts 26 kJ of 
heat per second. 
 
Take R for air as 0,288 kJ/kg.K, Cp for air as 1,008 kJ/kg.K, and calculate the following 
quantities: 

  

 
5.1 Mass of air delivered by the compressor in kg/min    (3) 
 
5.2 Absolute temperature of the air after compression in the low-pressure cylinder    (3) 
 
5.3 Absolute temperature of the air at the inlet to the high-pressure cylinder    (3) 
 
5.4 For the low-pressure cylinder:   
 
 5.4.1 Swept volume in m³/stroke    (3) 
 
 5.4.2 Diameter of the piston in mm, and the stroke length in mm    (5) 
 
5.5 Volume of air taken in by the high-pressure cylinder in m³/stroke    (3) 

[20] 
 

TOTAL:  100 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
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FORMULA SHEET 
 
NOTE: This formula sheet may not necessarily be complete. 
 
Any formula which does not appear on this list must be written down in full in the 
ANSWER BOOK. 
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Different formulae for Verskillende formules

work done (Wd) vir arbeid verrig (Av)
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Different formulae for Verskillende formules vir
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